NH MRC Meeting
August 13, 2010
Meeting Minutes

Attendance: Curtis Metzger (DHHS), Alyson Cobb (CHI, recorder), Donna Quinn (Greater Plymouth MRC), Jim Richardson (Greater Franklin/Bristol MRC), Samantha Brann (Strafford County MRC, Greater Exeter MRC), Susan Geier (Greater Exeter MRC), Susan Laverack (Lakes Region MRC), Eileen Fernandes and Jim Hicks (Greater Monadnock MRC), Brita Nettleton (Greater Manchester MRC), Gene Heighton (Greater Nashua MRC), Kim Coffey-Philbrick (Greater Plymouth MRC), Mary Reed (Capital Area MRC), Jennifer Frenette and Paige St. Cyr (OCVMRC)
10 of 16 MRC Units represented- thanks to all those who participated!
Meeting Minutes:

Unit Updates
· Greater Monadnock MRC

· Training: CPR and Family Preparedness in fall, PFA in November, got a HIPPA training from unit in Memphis and will forward once adapted
· Mailing of 1009 letters for medical professionals going out soon
· Held first general meeting in July- BBQ at Camp at Wilson Pond; member volunteered to do newsletter
· Greater Plymouth MRC

· Mailing of 135 letters going out 8/16
· Recruited at Old Home Day in Campton- 3 applications filled out
· Joint Appreciation Day/Family Emergency Preparedness Training with Franklin/Bristol on 8/14
· Another orientation scheduled
· Have about 10 people now
· Will be presenting Family Preparedness in Holderness, a senior center, and a health care center
· Northway Bank wants to publicize September preparedness events but only if enough to warrant the cost- Send any preparedness events to Alyson by 8/18
· Greater Franklin/Bristol MRC
· Mailing of 358 letters will go out soon- in the process of applying for bulk mailing permit
· Calendar done, website updated
· Recruiting at Old Home Days and fairs
· Still haven’t heard from Franklin Savings Bank about grant
· Capital Area MRC
· Attended Contoocook Valley Ham Radio Drill and recruited another ham radio operator
· In October, will be recruiting at ham radio event Friday-Saturday
· Family Preparedness trainings coming up
· Another Orientation scheduled- have about 26 members now
· Updated unit profile
· Offering IS 100/700 computer lab this fall
· Greater Manchester MRC

· Held a membership meeting this week that focused on teambuilding- put a question on listserv for activities and got a lot of good responses- Brita will compile them and share with the group
· Held first executive meeting- everyone is very excited, formed subcommittees
· Orientation 8/26
· Finishing up mailings by the end of August
· Rolling out updated website
· Greater Exeter MRC
· Article in paper next week
· Promoting 2 Family Preparedness workshops (about 45 minutes) at farmers markets and will then recruit at the workshops
· RCC has agreed to be Advisory Council for MRC
· Talked to 16 of 17 towns and everyone was supportive of MRC
· Meeting with Exeter Hospital to talk about ESAR-VHP and partner with
· Mailing out by end of August
· United Way has volunteer tab specifically for emergencies- got a list of 300 people who have registered in Exeter/Strafford
· Strafford County MRC

· Restructuring- same trainings for CERT and MRC: CERT + HIPPA + POD
· Mailing
· CPR practice course
· CERT/MRC are having a Pancake Breakfast at a Fire Department for local firefighters
· Greater Portsmouth MRC

· People are trickling in from the mailings- about 15
· MRC 101 in September- some EMDs have committed to going
· Conference call between Lakes, Exeter, Strafford, and Portsmouth about sharing trainings- trying to get Southern NH AHEC to come to October MRC meeting
· Lakes Region MRC

· Mailing to about 500 nurses- have been getting calls
· Have grown from 10 to 20 people
· Just had Orientation and will have another 1 in September
· Mailing to ESAR-VHP sign ups
· Updating website
· CERT- monthly trainings; MRC invited
· Less fair hopping
· Brochures printed
· Interested in what to do with older volunteers? Need strategies for working with
· Samantha attended a training about working with different generations- will look for materials to see who hosted training
· Paige will look in to adding this to the regional conference
· Alyson will look in to getting a training like this for a MRC Coordinators meeting (if it is not occurring at the regional conference)
· Greater Nashua MRC

· Recruiting at Pumpkin Festival
· Meeting in September
· Pease Airshow end of August- CAP is doing parking and gate security
· 50 people short- get in free, work 4 hour shift, revenue benefits cadet programs
· Gene will send out more details
· New England- Jen and Paige

· Capacity Building Award- deadline September 14, $5000 for all units (new and old)
· 890 active units, 42 waiting to be approved
· Be sure your letters of reference are signed and dated and your budget is complete
· Be sure to fully update your unit profile, not just change 1 or 2 things- can get denied if activities aren’t updated
· Let Jen know if there’s any information your want brought to the national office’s attention
· Regional Meeting- November 15-17 in Saratoga Springs, NY
· Theme is recovery- “Who Takes Down the Sandbag?”
· Ana-Marie Jones from CARD and Sarah Field will be speaking
·   Unit Profiles- Paige is working on improving reporting activities categories- send her comments and suggestions
·   Partnering with HOSA and Radiological Association
·   Radiological Grant- Eileen, Susan G, and Curtis, will work on- 7 states in pilot; round 2 RFP will be out soon
·   Possible MRC Day at New England 6 Flags sometime during Fright Fest; $35pp including admission and food
2011 NH MRC Training Conferences
· Discussion of timeline: Alyson proposed 2 conferences in the spring, it was requested that 1 be held around March
· Partner organizations: Alyson suggested possibly partnering with ARC and CERT, everyone agreed so Alyson and Curtis will follow up with Ian and Dom about this possibility
· Locations: Alyson proposed Hanover/Lebanon and Durham, everyone agreed
· Training selection: Alyson asked if it would be a good idea to send a SurveyMonkey to the volunteers themselves (through the Coordinators) to ask what trainings they wanted, everyone agreed
Picnic

· Thanks to Curtis for hosting and thanks to everyone for bringing all of the great food!

